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As the world emerges from the worst pandemic in a century, billions of dollars are being poured into future pandemic 
preparedness and better infectious disease management. Yet major causes of death and disease before the pandemic 
persist, and some health issues, such as mental health, substance abuse, and diabetes, have worsened even as government 
and major philanthropic funding is decreasing for such conditions. 

In this recent webinar, global health advocate Derek Yach joined Pathstone’s Erika Karp for a wide-ranging discussion on 
the shifting landscape of public health priorities. Derek, a former Executive Director for Noncommunicable Diseases and 
Mental Health at the World Health Organization (WHO), shared his expertise on the fundamental challenges facing global 
health as the coronavirus pandemic slowly shifts to endemic status. He highlighted positive advancements as well, and 
touched on the role of private sector participants – corporations and investors – in funding solutions. 

Key takeaways from the discussion are highlighted below. Please also see the Resources listed at the bottom for links to 
other sources of information Derek cited. To access the video replay, click here. 

Key Takeaways 

▪ Overall, the global population is emerging from the pandemic unhealthier than ever. Cancers, diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, substance abuse, and mental health challenges have risen; preventive screenings have 
dropped significantly. Derek labeled the current state as a “smoldering pandemic of chronic disease.”  

▪ Addressing this growing public health crisis requires broader access to care and a focus on preventive measures 
such as nutrition and exercise. Not only would broader access to quality care reduce the burden of chronic disease, 
overall health has been a key indicator of individuals’ ability to weather infectious diseases.  

▪ However, global health investment is disproportionately focused on infectious disease and pandemic 
preparedness. Further, the investment in chronic disease treatment is heavily focused on developing new 
pharmaceutical treatments with greater return on investment potential rather than innovative ways to improve 
access to existing treatments. 

▪ Amid these challenges are promising new opportunities for investment in innovative health care technologies 
and delivery methods: for example, digital technologies such as wearable monitors; targeted therapeutics that 
boost the efficacy of treatment for illnesses such as cancer; expansion in telehealth services. Derek noted that 
technology to improve the use of analytics and enable interactivity between patients and health care providers 
could lead to innovative business models for health service delivery. 

Resources 

How 21st-Century Longevity Can Create Markets and Drive Economic Growth | World Economic Forum (paper) 

Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution | World Economic Forum (website)  

Our Future Health | The UK’s largest ever health research programme (website)  

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/derek-yach-53369261/
https://www.pathstone.com/team/erika-karp/
https://www.who.int/
https://mailchi.mp/6ecc73dd068e/health-beyond-the-pandemic-recording
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GAC_Ageing_White_Paper.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/centre-for-the-fourth-industrial-revolution
https://ourfuturehealth.org.uk/


 
 
 
Disclosure 
 
This communication and its content are for informational and educational purposes only and should not be used as the 
basis for any investment decision. The information contained herein is based on publicly available sources believed to be 
reliable but is not a representation, expressed or implied, as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. No information 
available through this communication is intended or should be construed as any advice, recommendation or endorsement 
from us as to any legal, tax, investment or other matters, nor shall be considered a solicitation or offer to buy or sell any 
security, future, option or other financial instrument or to offer or provide any investment advice or service to any person 
in any jurisdiction. Nothing contained in this communication constitutes investment advice or offers any opinion with 
respect to the suitability of any security, and this communication has no regard to the specific investment objectives, 
financial situation and particular needs of any specific recipient. Past performance is no guarantee of future results.  
 
Additional information and disclosure on Pathstone is available via our Form ADV, Part 2A, which is available upon request 
or at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. 

Any tax advice contained herein, including attachments, is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a 
taxpayer for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or 
recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. 
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